
 The Pastor’s Pen... 
               July/August 2025 
                   
As we approach our 2025 Church of the Brethren Annual Conference, I want to introduce to you our Annual 
Conference Moderator for this year, by sharing the article she wrote that provides background and interpretation of 
this year’s Annual Conference theme.  ~ Pastor Mark (Your partner in the journey) 
 

                                Faith Working Through Love  

                              Galatians 5:6b (and 1 Corinthians 13) 
 
One of the core values of the Annual Conference is to continue building 
loving relationships with one another despite any differences we have. 
Love is having a hard time in our world and in the church community 
today. We are called to love and respect others even in the divisive 
times we find ourselves. At times, agape love, a love embodied by 
God’s love for all humankind in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
seems impossible. Theologian, Rabbi Harold S. Kushner, shares “if we 
are brave enough to love, strong enough to forgive, generous enough 
to rejoice in another’s happiness, and wise enough to know there is 
enough love to go around for all of us, then we can achieve fulfillment 
that no other living creature will ever know.”  
 
God works in mysterious ways. Since last July at the end of our Annual 
Conference in Cincinnati, I have prayed and read scripture.  
I spent time in silence and being intentionally quiet, and for those who know me, that is not easy. Years 
ago, it became my main discipline as a Bethany Theological Seminary student. For this entire year, I 
spent time discerning what I believe God would have me lift up in our year together. What is it that God 
might want us together to focus on in the Church of the Brethren? Last year before the start of Annual 
Conference in Cincinnati and a couple of days before the ballot was presented, I had an encounter with a 
stranger that blew me away, and folks that is not easy to do. A fellow Christian informed me if I loved 
everybody, I would not, could not, should not get their support. I was taken by surprise. Just the 
statement, “I love everyone” could be interpreted as a threat, an agenda, or taking a particular side of an 
issue. It made me sad. I only responded that I prayed that all of us allow the Holy Spirit to guide our 
decision, and as willing and available servants of God, each have been called to love God and love our 
neighbors in whatever capacity. As I walked away, I said to myself, “Really, God?” “What are you 
preparing me for next?”  
 
As the call of Moderator-elect was realized, the ominous task of choosing scripture and a logo for 2025 
began. Throughout the year, I thought I had found just the right one and then an e-mail, a Facebook 
post, or a letter would appear, and I thought to myself, that is not the right one. Yet time and time again, 
the word “love” kept appearing. Then, came the words in Galatians 5:6B and it reads, “For the only thing 
that counts is faith working through love.” (NRSV). Do we really understand true love, agape love? This 
leads me to 1 Corinthians 13 as the supportive scripture. A chapter used frequently for weddings and 
even funerals, but Apostle Paul wrote in response to a divided church in Corinth. Paul declared love as 
the greatest power in the church community and they are lacking a lot of it. The Corinthian Church is not 
even close to a love fest. The members were divided and yet their diversity generated both benefits and 
challenges. It was Paul’s call to action. Apostle Paul describes this “work of love” in positive and negative 
terms. On the positive, love is patient, kind, and selfless. What love is not includes love is not self-
seeking, short-tempered, and offensive. In other words, love does not hurt people!  
 
 



 
This agape love has feet to carry the Gospel, and is a tool-in-hand, serving kind of love like Jesus in the 
Neighborhood. Apostle Paul’s love language unifies.  
 
Designed by Debbie Noffsinger, our logo begins with the cross, 
reminding us of Jesus Christ ultimate love for us in his death on the 
cross and his resurrection. The middle of the cross reminds us of 
the Holy Spirit of God that dwells in us and in the heart as we live 
out examples of our faith working through love, feeling welcomed 
and worthy as we love and serve God and love and serve all our 
neighbors. It is my prayer for our dear Church of the Brethren that 
we continue to learn more about God’s love and sacrifice for us 
and our mission to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ into all parts of 
the world in love. 
 
Read more about Dava Hensley, 2025 COB Annual Conference Moderator, at 
https://www.brethren.org/ac2025/leadership/moderator/ 
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On Sunday, June 1st we honored the following 2025 Graduates. 
Please join us in Congratulating them for their achievements! 

 
 

High School 
 
Jacob Fritz received his high school diploma from Chambersburg Area Senior High School.   
 
 
Ashton Glenn is the son of Jonathan Akers and Brandi Glenn-Akers.  He received his diploma from 
Reach Cyber Charter School.  He will be working at Bark Central Doggie Daycare & Boarding Resort in 
Chambersburg. He may attend a certificate program at a later date.  
 
My family has been a great support! 
 
 
Maddox Glenn is the son of Jonathan Akers and Brandi Glenn-Akers.  He received his diploma from 
Reach Cyber Charter School. He plans to work and save money before deciding to attend a technical 
school.  
 
My friends and my family were an important part of my school experience. Thanks! 
 
 

College 
 

Courtney Proulx is the daughter of Jeff and Andrea Proulx.  She graduated Summa Cum Laude from 
The Pennsylvania State University/Schreyer Honors College with a Major in Mechanical Engineering and 
a Minor in Engineering Leadership Development. She completed an honors thesis titled “Developing a 
Scaled, Reconfigurable Testbed for Hybrid-Electric Aircraft Powertrains.” Courtney will be working as an 
Applications Engineer for the Motions Products Division at Aerotech in Pittsburgh, PA.   
 
I want to thank my parents, sister, and grandparents for all of their support and encouragement 
throughout the past four years.  I also want to give special thanks to my grandfather who has been my 
role model as I pursued a degree in engineering.  
 
 
 
Dr. Brandi Glenn-Akers is the daughter of Gary and Rhonda DeShong and wife of Jonathan Akers.  

She graduated from Shippensburg University with an Ed-D in Counseling Education and Supervision.   
She works at Gettysburg Area School District as the Director of Student Services.  
 
She states “I couldn’t have completed this degree without the support of my parents, in-laws, 
husband and children!  They deserve so much recognition.  It was a very long process!” 
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                          SMART COOKIES PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 

For the 2025-2026 school year we currently have 6 students enrolled in our preschool (3-year-
old) program and 8 students enrolled in our PreK (4/5-year-old) program. We still have quite a 
few open spots. If you know anyone that is interested in enrolling, please have them contact 
Mrs. Amy at 717-264-6957. 
 

During July and August, the staff will be preparing for the upcoming school year. We can’t wait 
to meet our new students.  
      

August/September Events 

   August 25th - Smart Cookies Preschool Orientation (6:30 PM) 

   September 2nd- First Day of School for 5-day students 

   September 3rd - First Day of School for 3-day students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smart Cookies Preschool is looking for volunteers to help in the classroom. You can volunteer for a full- 

day (9:30 AM-2:30 PM) or you can volunteer for ½ of the day (9:30 AM-12:00 PM or 12:00 PM-2:30 PM). 

If you are interested in volunteering, please let Carol Wingert, Amy McNeil, or Amy Kobie know.  

                                     

Hi family, 
 
As I look forward to the next school year, I am grateful for the support you have provided to us, 
and I am confident and proud, we have created a learning environment filled with growth and 
kindness for each child who enter Smart Cookies Preschool. My commitment to providing 
quality education remains strong, and I look forward to the continued success of our future 
students in the upcoming academic year. I appreciate the trust you have placed in myself and 
Ms. Amy 
 
All for Him 
Amy Kobie 
 

  

https://twowritingteachers.org/2016/01/17/call-for-volunteers-will-you-help/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you all for working in my yard.  
You are such “angels,” helping others the 
way you do.  It is so nice to have friends 
who care.  I know you do it for others 
too!  I am very grateful for your love. 
God bless you all. 
---Love, Gail Appenzellar 

 
 
Dear Helping Hand Circle, 
I’ve wanted to thank you a million times 
over every time I use my heart pillow.   
It is the best support under my arm after 
surgery.  I have one for each of my arms.  
I received one in 2020 and then again in 
2024 when it came back.  I am healed 
from the cancer in Jesus’ name. I suffer 
side effects and still healing from all the 
surgeries.  You girls deserve so much 
praise for your little homemade gift that 
gives so much comfort and love.      
Thank you from my heart for what you 
do for Cumberland Valley Breast Care 
Alliance to help them help us.  Keep 
doing what you’re doing.   
God is so good! 
----Diane Tarner 
162 Kennedy Street 

Chambersburg, PA 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Sympathy to: 
 
Barbara and Jay Boushell and Family 
following the death of Barbara’s mother, 
Jacqueline M. Greenwood on Tuesday, 
May 27, 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                     SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 7th 

 4:30 p.m. 
Twin Bridge Campground, 

1345 Twin Bridge Rd, 
Chambersburg, PA 

 
Mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
More details coming in the September 

Pastor’s Pen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Loving Hearts Schedule 

Thursday, July 17th-12:00 Noon       
Church-Brethren Life Center 

We will be having a beekeeper, John Shelly, 
who will give us the buzz on bees. 

Please contact Vivian Fisher  
if you plan to attend (717) 809-0521.   

 

   

 

 
Books for July: 

 
Light For My Path 

 
The Gift by Wanda E. Brunsetter 

 
Hi Honey, I'm Home by Linda Windsor 

 
The Missing by Beverly Lewis 

 
The Stone Wall by Beverly Lewis 

 
 

Coming in August: 
 

The Postcard by Beverly Lewis 
 

Brides of Ohio by Jennifer A. Davis 
 

Home Fires by Sean Patrick Adams 
 

Fancy Pants by Cathy Marie Hake 

 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

 
Deadline for September Pastor’s Pen is 
Sunday, August 17, 2025. 

 
Please submit all information to the 

church office. 
 

 

  

 
 
WHAT:  Mid-Week to Go……  
 
WHEN:  Wednesday, August 6th  

                5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.  

       
WHERE:  Chambersburg COB 
 

Meal delivered to your car! 
First come-first served basis. 

 

260 South Fourth Street 

Chambersburg, PA 17201 

717-264-6957 

 

Mid-Week Connection’s purpose is connecting 

our Brethren family to the community through 

fellowship and service. 

 



                              
                                                                        

              Ladies of Strength Training Class 

 

Ladies of Strength Training class will be held every Tuesday and Thursday 
morning from 10-11 a.m. from September 2, 2025, thru November 20, 2025.  

The class uses leg and arm weights along with stretching and balancing. You 
need weights, a towel, and a bottle of water. A donation is accepted to support 
church maintenance. Stop in anytime to see if it might be something you would 
enjoy! 

Contact Karen Wagner for additional information: call, text or e-mail 717-504-
3949 rkwagn@comcast.net. 

 
 
 

 
                  
           
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Free ServSafe Food Handler’s 
3-hour Class 

 

 

The Borough of Chambersburg, 100 South 2nd 

Street, Chambersburg will host a free 3-hour 

ServSafe Food Handler’s Class on: 

 

Monday, August 4th -  8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.                 

and 

Tuesday, October 14th – 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
The class is free and perfect for all who work in 

food service to understand the fundamentals of 

food safety.  Designed for servers, cooks, (of 

all levels), dishwashers, etc. 

 

Contact the church office if you want to attend. 

 
 

 

mailto:rkwagn@comcast.net


   

 

                             



 

 


