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And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “This applies to the Levites 
(priests): from twenty-five years old and upward they shall come to do 
duty in the service of the tent of meeting. And from the age of fifty 
years they shall retire from the duty of service and serve no more. 
They minister to their brothers in the tent of meeting by keeping 
guard, but they shall do no service. Thus shall you do to the Levites in 
assigning their duties.”  Numbers 8:23-26 English Standard Version 

 

While I was told that the word retirement isn’t in the Word of God, this text was shown to me at the 
door on a Sunday morning several weeks ago. Male longevity rarely exceeded the fifth decade and 
God wisely provided a change of pace and rest for the older priests who served Him. 
 
By the time you are reading this, I will be blessed to have lived well into my sixth decade. I was 
sixty-five years old on Labor Day. Thirty-nine of those years I have been equally blessed to have 
served the Lord as a shepherd of His flock. And though I have had diabetes all of those years, I am 
complication-free and my health is basically sound. So is Kathie’s. We wanted to retire while that is 
still true. One thing my brain bleed in 2020 taught us: life is as short as it is unpredictable. 
 
Many people ask us, “Now that you are retired, what are you going to do?” Well, believe it or not… 
we built and settled on a two-story townhouse in Lebanon, Tennessee. Lebanon is near Nashville, 
where our youngest daughter and her husband live. We are moving there the first week of 
November. However… 
 
We plan to keep our beloved cabin in the mountains north of Caledonia and return there every May 
thru October. That way we “winter” in the south, “summer” here in the north – spend six months with 
one daughter in Tennessee and spend six months with the other two and our grandchildren in PA. 
 
Those are our plans. But as I’ve heard it said, “If you want to make God laugh, tell Him your plans.” 
Never-the-less, if you want to stay in touch with us, the following information will be helpful: 
 
Joel’s Cell Phone:  717-357-1333 
Kathie’s Cell Phone:  717-357-2191 
 
pj4word@gmail.com 
abbagirl58@gmail.com 
 
November thru April:  349 Victoria Drive 
                                      Lebanon, TN 37090 
 
May thru October:  2149 Pine Grove Road 

                                 Fayetteville, PA  17222 
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Finally, we want to express our deepest gratitude for your heartfelt send-off! Your gifts of love and 
expressions of thanks and best wishes will carry us to Lebanon and fill our hearts for many years to 
come. 
 
The Taylor watch from our church family is very special and significant to me personally and I will 
wear it often and think of you and our times together. The gift card to our favorite restaurant in 
Gettysburg – The Pub – means a lot because you remembered my story and how special the place 
is to us. But the phenomenal and generous financial gift both blessed us and humbled us!  
We will use it toward those items and furnishings we need for our home in Lebanon. 
 
It would be next to impossible to tell you or show you how difficult it is for us to leave you behind and 
how glad we are that we came. Thank you for giving us the grace to be your pastoral family.  
We know the Lord was with us all! 
 
On September 4th, I closed my sermon with a quote from Fred Rogers of Mr. Rogers Neighborhood 
and I’ll write it here for you to remember as you look forward to what is coming. 
 
 “Often when you think you’re at the end 
 of something, you’re at the beginning of 
 something else.” 

 
We love you all. 
Joel and Kathie 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Brethren Nursery School in Gisenyi, Rwanda 
 
A Brethren Nursery School has started in Gisenyi, Rwanda by Grace Elliott.  The school is in need 
of donations to continue to fund the staff, uniforms, snacks, school supplies and for a future 
expansion.   
 
The Nursery School began as a pilot program in February 2022.  Planning for 30 students, chairs 
and tables were purchased using donated funds.  It soon became evident that more students would 
like to attend.  The building being used for the school had previously been the church sanctuary and 
was very large, so a partition was constructed, making two rooms.  More chairs and tables were 
purchased, so that now, 50 students can be accepted.  At the present time the school will need 
another teacher and more supplies.  The students families are asked to pay a small fee for their 
children to attend.  It does not cover all the costs for teacher and support staff salaries, uniforms, 
snacks, paper, pencils, crayons, chairs and tables, etc. 
 
You can help by donating to help fund teacher and staff salaries, uniforms, snacks, school supplies, 
and future expansion. If you wish to donate, please mail to Southern Pennsylvania District Church of 
the Brethren, 3375 Carlisle Road, Suite A, Gardners, PA  17324.   
Please write Brethren Nursery School on the memo line. 
 
Inquiries may be directed to Chris Elliott, 584 Sinoquipe Road, Fort Littleton, PA  17223;  
717-262-3154 or Email:cwelliott56@gmail.com. 



717-262-3154 or my email at cwelliott56@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A WORD FROM THE LEADERS, 

 
It’s hard to believe that summer has ended and it’s almost time for Youth Group again. We hope 
you have enjoyed your time off from school, the long summer days, and fun vacations. The 

weather has been beautiful and there are still plenty of good weekends left before fall! 
 
Next week, as Joel says goodbye, we will embark on a new journey as a church and as a Youth 

Group. We have many great things planned for you and are anxious to spend time with you 
again.  

 
Sunday School will be back in session beginning, Sunday, September 11th. We have a new 

program for the fall we hope you will enjoy. We’ll be focused on service, education and 
leadership within the church, sharing our love, and some fun, too! 
 

Our Youth Group will resume on Wednesday, September 14th at the same time 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Students will check in with Amy in the lobby and head straight down to the youth room. We 

have several fun activities planned and you can expect lots of information on our first night. 
There will be a short parent meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Conference Room before pick up that 

night. We hope to see you all there. 
 
We hope you are as excited as we are. Grab a friend… Grab ALL your friends… and meet us for 

Sunday School and Youth Group. We’re going to have the best year yet. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
to see you all there. 

 
We hope you are as excited as we are. Grab a friend… Grab ALL your friends… and meet us for 
Sunday School and Youth Group. We’re going to have the best year yet. 

 
 

REVOLUTION NEWS 

SEPT 2022 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES 

BRETHREN HAUS – YOUTH ROOM 

Sunday, September 11
th

   

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

 

YOUTH GROUP RESUMES 

CHECK IN LOBBY 

BRETHREN HAUS – YOUTH ROOM 

Wednesday, September 14
th

  

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

YOUTH PARENT MEETING 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

Wednesday, September 14
th

  

7:30 p.m. 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP SERVICE EVENT 

Camp Eder Fall Festival 

Saturday, October 15th 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

Camp Eder is an important ally to our church and 
the Church of the Brethren. As a congregation and 

as a Youth Group it’s important to show our 
support for the work they do to provide programs 

and facilities that do God’s great work.  
 

Our help is needed at the Fall Festival this year.  
We get the privilege of wearing some aprons and 

bussing some tables at their meal.  
All youth are needed!  

 

Please mark your calendars and sign up!! Bring the 

whole family and enjoy an AMAZING day of fun! 
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A NOTE FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, 
 
It feels nearly impossible to think the summer is ending and our last lesson together 
is done. In three months, we did a ton of hard work as we learned to Harness Hope. 
It’s such a relief to know the greatest hope of all is Jesus; the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. It’s exciting to practice using our godly mindset, seeking joy, believing to new 
levels, and taking action!! It’s also a blessing to others when we deliberately discover 
and put our stones down to build our temple.  
 
As a class and a church, we’ve risen to the challenge to achieve new goals and reach 
higher levels of love. If you missed a class or had a busy summer, please don’t worry. 
This material will be coming back around in a series for those who missed it. A 
heartfelt thank you to everyone who attended and all who made our brunch a 
MONUMENTAL event! 
 
Our classes are now returning to their individual classrooms and structure beginning 
September 11th.  The church congregation got a letter in August. If you didn’t receive 
one, you can see it posted on all our bulletin boards and we can easily get you a copy. 
We are so excited about the years to come.  
 
It is our great pleasure to announce the construction of a new Sunday School room 
for our Pre-Schooler Sunday School class. This room should be complete by 
September 11th and curriculum is also underway. A special children’s library is being 
created for this room that will also be used for the Smart Cookies Pre-school 
Program. HOW EXCITING!! 
 
Keep your eyes out for information about our “Trunk or Treat” event on Sunday, 
October 30th from 2:00 to 4:00. We will be decorating our trunks to create a themed 
“Jerusalem Marketplace.” You don’t want to miss this.  
A sign up display will be in the lobby. 
 
Be blessed, 
Gretchen Sortzi 
gretchen@chambcob.org 
Director of Christian Education & Youth Ministries 
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Twas The Night Before School 

Written in Love by Gretchen Sortzi 

 
Twas the night before school, and all thro' the house, 

Every creature was stirring, the cat caught a mouse; 

The lunches weren’t packed, the fridge was still bare, 

 

As they chased the cat and the mouse everywhere; 

The children were jumping, high off their beds, 

No one was bathed, dirty hands, feet, and heads, 

Momma was running when she tripped on the mat, 

Then dad fell behind her and knocked off his cap. 

 

It took a good hour before it was done. 

Momma looked rattled but Daddy’d had fun. 

Us kids were just happy to stay up so late, 

We watched some tv and didn’t have to bathe. 

 

It was after eleven before the house had gone quiet, 

Momma had nothing done but did nothing about it. 

The morning would come with new hours to fill, 

She’d get it all finished.. yes, yes, she will. 

 

From a peaceful sleep I arose to such a clatter, 

I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter. 

Away to the kitchen I flew like a flash, 

Momma was yelling and making a dash. 

 

We’re late, we’re late, the alarm did not sing! 

No one called, no one text, my phone did not ring! 

You’ve missed the bus and certainly can’t walk, 

Get dressed, brush your teeth, there is no time to talk. 

 

More rapid than eagles her coursers we came, 

And she whistled, and shouted, and called us by name: 

"Now! Amy, now! David, now! Larry, and Triston, 

"On! Sammy, on! Carol, on! Terry and Kristen; 

 

"To the back of the van! Slide over make room. 

We have seven minutes to get to homeroom. 

As she backed out the drive, she knocked down the cans, 

Luckily missing the poor trashman. 

 

She flew down the road I swear on two wheels, 

When she turned in the school the tires did squeal. 

We noticed real quick we were all alone, 

There were no cars, no buses, no cones. 

 

And that’s when it hit, when she knew what she’d done. 

She’d referenced the calendar from 2021. 

As she looked in the mirror at her humble crew of eight, 

She realized we hadn’t even ate. 

 

With her head in defeat, she turned us around, 

Took us back to the house and didn’t make a sound. 

As we pulled in the drive, she let out a hearty giggle, 

I’m so blessed for another day with all my special littles. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, October 2nd is World Communion Sunday when almost every Christian around the 
globe will have the opportunity to break bread and share the common cup of Jesus’ sacrifice 
and our salvation in him. As part of this ecumenical occasion, we will celebrate with our Love 
Feast and Holy Communion Service in the Brethren Life Center at 11:05 a.m.   
 
One Combined Service will be held at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary with Sunday School at 
9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
   
 
 

 
 

Additions to the 
Library……. 

 
     
   The Mount of Olives by Michael V. Ivanov- A mute, abused, orphan meets a wealthy man who 
teaches him declarations to an extraordinary life. You will find them interesting!  
 
  Gifted Hands by Ben Carson M.D.- The story of a gifted neurosurgeon and the hope he brings 
with his gifted hands.  
 
  The Water Keeper by Charles Martin- a story of heroism, heartache, and the power of love.  
 
    Forgiving Paris by Karen Kingsbury- Artist Ashley is about to travel to Paris but memories of 
her last trip there are haunting.  
 
                ALSO:  
The library is bursting with books-- so much so that they no longer fit on the shelves. Many have 
not been checked out for years. So, the collection is being thinned out. 
 
Watch for a table of books in the Narthex. You may help yourself. If you would rather give a 
donation, then a container will be available. Thanks for helping to refresh the library.  
Continue to watch as a limited amount will be put out at a time.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CROP WALK 
 

When: Sunday, October 16, 2022 

 

Time:  Registration at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Where: Chambersburg Church of the Brethren 

260 S. 4th Street, Chambersburg, PA 

 
For close to 50 years neighbors and friends have raised money through CROP, a 
grassroots hunger relief effort sponsored by Church World Service.   
 
What also makes CROP special, in addition to its singular focus on combating 
hunger, is that it allows individuals from different worshipping communities to walk 
hand in hand in support of this most worthy cause.   
 
This year’s CROP Walk will take place on Sunday, October 16th beginning at  
1:00 p.m.  We will gather at Chambersburg Church of the Brethren, 260 S. 4th 
Street and proceed down a 2 ½ mile route that will circle the downtown 
Chambersburg area.   
 
Walkers are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items that will be distributed 
to Chambersburg Area Food Pantry. 
 
All checks should be made out to “CROP” not the church.   
 
Watch the Narthex and Brethren Life Center lobby for more information and to 
sign up to walk or to sponsor someone walking. 
 
***CROP, the “Christian Rural Overseas Program” of Church World Service was established in 

1947 in response to massive starvation in post-World War II Europe.  The mission was simple: 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and heal the sick.  Soon, Church World Service Friendship 
ships filled with grain donated by Mid-western farmers were crossing the Atlantic Ocean to those 
in need.  Today, this same effort is needed! 

 
 
                                                                                                                                        



            

   
 
 
 
 
 
Wow! The summer has flown by, and school has started! There have been so many wonderful 
things happening over the summer. In June and July, we had our preschool summer camp. 
There were 6 students that attended. Our theme was Rocky Railway and how through hard 
times God gives us strength, friends, etc. We started each day singing songs, sharing our God 
sightings, and learning about a Bible Buddy. After that we would have a Bible Lesson, 
Exploration stations, snack, craft time, game time, and so much more. We ended our camp with 
a Water Day. The kids had a great time running through the sprinkler and jumping in bubbles. 
Thank you again to Laura Shank for taking time to bring in the bubble machine. 
  
Another wonderful thing that happened in preschool is that we have hired a paid teaching 
assistant that can come in and help 5 days a week and a paid assistant to help as a substitute. 
We are so excited to have Haley Sortzi and Joanne Walls, join our staff.  
 
August has been a busy month for us, as we prepare for the new school year. We are excited to 
see what God has planned for our new school year.  
 

September Events 

5th- Labor Day 

6th- School Opens for 5-day students 

7th-School opens for 3-day students 

11th- Grandparents Day 

16th- Soccer Shots begins 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you, congregation, for your 
donations to the Local United Way of 
Franklin County food fund 
challenge. Our congregation was able to 
donate funds in the amount of 
$4,075.00! 
--Missions and Service Commission 
 

 
 
 
To the Congregation of Chambersburg 
Church of the Brethren, 
 
Thank You for your generous donation to 
the United Against Hunger campaign.  
We are so thankful to have support from 
community members like you.  Your gift 
will truly impact the lives of individuals 
and families in our community by 
supporting local food programs such as 
home delivered meals, student 
backpacks, fresh food distribution and 
more. 

 
We look forward to reporting back the 
total amount raised for the campaign, as 
well as, how the funds will be 
distributed to help fight food insecurities 
here in Franklin County.   
 
Thank you again for your support! 
 
---United Way of Franklin County, 

Kelly Reynolds, Community 
Engagement Officer 
 

 
 
I want to thank Pastor Joel for his 
prayers and visits, as well as all the 
prayers, cards, phone calls and visits 
from my church family and friends 
during my recent knee surgery. 
It is wonderful to know that I have so 
many friends here at Chambersburg 
Church of the Brethren.  I know that 
because of all the prayers that went up 
on my behalf, is the reason I recovered 
so quickly.  God Bless all of you. 
---In Christian Love, Janice Valentine 
 

 
Our Sympathy to:   

 
John and Barbara Rotz and Family 
following the death of John’s sister, 
Elaine Rotz Zapata on Friday,  
June 24, 2022. 
 
Helen Steinour and Family following the 
death of her husband, Gene B. Steinour 
on Friday, July 1, 2022. 
 
James Picking and Family following the 

death of his son-in-law, Melvin Dennis 
Fortney III on Tuesday, August 9, 2022.  
Dennis was the husband of Joan Picking 
Fortney. 
 
Debbie Fitz and Family following the 
death of her aunt, Dortha E. Neil on 
Monday, August 8, 2022. 
 
Wanda Ebersole and Family following 
the death of her brother-in-law,  
Norman D. Ebersole on Saturday, 
August 27, 2022. 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

   
 
WHAT:  Mid-Week to Go……  
 
WHEN: Wednesday, October 5th 

              5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.  

       
WHERE:  Chambersburg COB 
 

Meal delivered to your car! 
First come-first served basis. 

 

260 South Fourth Street 

Chambersburg, PA 17201 

717-264-6957 

 

Mid-Week Connection’s purpose is connecting our 

Brethren family to the community through fellowship 

and service. 

 

Finances at a Glance 

September 4, 2022 
 

 

********* 
Actual Income through 7/31/22                           

$263,548.00 
Actual Expenses through 7/31/2022                        

$282,245.00 
Net as of 7/31/2022 - $-18,697.00 

 

 

 
      
 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
Deadline for October Pastor’s Pen 

is Sunday, September 18, 2022 

 

Please submit all information to 
the church office. 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 



 


