December 2021

The Pastor’s Pen...
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made… Psalm 139 NIV
“There are no second-rate masterpieces
hanging in God’s art gallery. Erik Rees
I love the lights and colors of the Christmas season. My childhood home was “displayed” very
well – one of the nicest in our neighborhood, or so it seemed to me. Decking the halls was my
father’s passion. He particularly enjoyed the beautiful displays of the old department stores in
the city of Philadelphia.
One year when our children were small, Dad took us to the City of Brotherly Love: Gimbel’s
John Wanamaker’s, Strawbridge and Clothier, Macy’s. Each one had been converted into a
winter wonderland of delights. There was no denying the Christmas spirit in downtown Philly.
Artists and interior designers had invested hours and dollars to create it.
Standing under the arch at City Hall, a blind homeless man leaned against granite and played a
flute. I’d never heard the instrument like I heard it that moment.
What child is this who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap, is sleeping?
With vacant eyes raised upward, I knew he was seeing beauty and wonder like nothing any
department store Christmas display could imitate. This, this is Christ the king whom shepherds
guard and angels sing. What a gift! Heaven-sent!
I can no longer describe nor can I recall those decorations that were meant to inspire me. But
not an Advent has come and gone that my soul isn’t stirred by the memory of a flute that danced
and echoed with joy and expectancy on the cold city air, and the man whose gift helped me see
with him something that was larger than both of us.

Joel

Advent 2021
In the Bleak Midwinter – Come Now, Lord Jesus

Sunday, November 28: Heart & Soul
Ezekiel 36:26-27

Sunday, December 5: Doing the Right Thing in Fear-filled Times
Luke 1:26-38

Sunday, December 12: Who is This Jesus?
Philippians 2:5-11

Sunday, December 19: What Can I Bring?
Remembrance Service Matthew 2:1-12
Friday, December 24: A King-Sized Manger
Christmas Eve
Luke 2:1-7
Sunday, December 26: Do You Like Your Present?
Baptism
John 3:16-17
Sunday, January 2:

Brother Ian Irvin, preaching

Christmas Eve Service, December 24th at 7:00 PM
Pre-Service Music 6:30
The beloved family service that you all remember. There will be plenty of
worshipful music and carols; readings from God’s Word; a children’s story; bread
& cup communion; and, of course, the closing candle lighting service.
Come and celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus in our 4th Street sanctuary.
Bring your family, neighbors and friends and begin your Christmas with all that is
essential.

On Sunday morning, December 26th (the day after Christmas) we are going to end our 8:30 a.m.
service of worship and celebration with a very special baptism. Both Joel and Jamie will be
baptizing anyone who feels led to give or rededicate their lives to the Lord.
This will be Jamie’s last Sunday with our church family as she begins her new call in January.
If you’ve ever thought that you’d like to be baptized by Jamie or by Jamie and Joel together, this
Sunday is your final opportunity for that to happen.
If interested, please contact Joel or Jamie ASAP so they can meet with you and answer your
questions.

CCOB Youth Ministry

REVOLUTION: Come and join us for Worship, a youth message, small groups, games and
great food! Don’t forget to bring a friend and your Bible!!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

December 1st - Normal Youth Group
December 8th – Normal Youth Group
December 15th – Christmas Party
December 22nd – No Revolution, due to Christmas Holiday
December 29th – No Revolution, due to Christmas Holiday

Youth Christmas Party: December 15th at 6:00pm, we will be having our annual Christmas
party! We will be having games, dinner, and desserts!
Come and join us as we celebrate Christmas!!

Baby Dedication November 21, 2021
On Sunday, November 21st during the combined 10:00 a.m. worship two little ones were
dedicated to the Lord.
They were:
Erin Victoria Irvin, daughter of Ian and Alaina Irvin. Erin has a big sister, Piper and an exchange
student, Ellie Wolter, as another big sister.
Jude Gregory Toms, son of Cody and Ali Toms was also dedicated. Jude is the grandson of Liz
and Phil Thorpe and Greg and Lorna Toms. He is the great- grandson of Jeanne Monn and
Joanie Thorpe.

INDOOR YARD SALE January 13, 14, & 15, 2022

The Indoor Yard Sale Returns!
Smart Cookies Preschool will sponsor one of our favorite events, and you can all
play an important role in Smart Cookies ongoing funding.
After being canceled last year because of Coronavirus safeguards, the famous
Indoor Yard Sale fundraiser is back!
Donations cannot come to the Church building until Monday January 10th.
We will have volunteers at the church from 11:30 AM until 1:30 PM on Monday
through Wednesday (January 10-12) to help carry in any donations. If you have
heavy or bulky items and need help getting them to the church, we will have a
crew with an enclosed trailer to help. It will be available by appointment only.
Thursday January 13th
4:00 PM-7:00 PM
th
Friday
January 15
8:00 AM-5:00 PM
th
Saturday January 16
8:00 AM-1:00 PM
We are asking for donations of anything still useable that you are willing to
donate. Clothes, books, CDs & DVDs, furniture, appliances, kitchen items, dishes
and cookware, musical instruments, electronics (still working well), cameras
(digital and film), toys, collectables, etc.
Volunteers are needed for many jobs. Sign-up sheets are available in the BLC
Lobby.

SMART COOKIES PRESCHOOL NEWS
Happy Fall! The end of October and most of November have been very busy months for our Preschool.
We have been continuing to learn our letters, numbers, shapes, and colors. We have been learning about
Moses and significant times in his life. We have been discussing Thanksgiving and being thankful for
what we have.
On October 29th, we had our Harvest Festival/ Halloween Party. The students had a great time dressing
up and going around to different stations to collect treats. The Teacher Assistants did a great job working
with them on a craft, playing a game, or telling a story. We all enjoyed a pizza party at lunchtime.
On November 1st, we had our last Soccer Shots time for the fall season. All the children received a medal
and we look forward to participating in the program in Spring 2022.
On November 16th we had our Thanksgiving Sharing Program. The class performed songs, finger plays,
and shared what they are thankful for.
The students are now preparing for their Christmas Program. They are very excited for the Thanksgiving
and Christmas season. We are looking forward to having a great December and a fantastic New Year.
We wish you all a happy and healthy Thanksgiving! We also wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Amy
December Special Events
December 1st- School Reopens
December 3rd - Wear Your Mittens to school
December 7th-8th - Parent/Teacher Conferences
December 13th- Christmas Program
December 17th- Polar Express/Pajama Day
December 20th Christmas Party
December 21st Early Dismissal
December 22rd- January 2, 2022- Christmas Break

Our Sympathy to:
On behalf of our Family, we sincerely
express our gratitude for the concern,
prayers, and beautiful cards as we
mourn the loss of Brother and Son,
Carl Douglas Emerick. The phone calls
and visits from Pastor Joel were also a
great comfort.
Covid won his body, but we know that
our Heavenly Father welcomes his soul
home for eternity.
Thank you, Church Family, for caring.
--Edie, Gary, and Zachary Mills
Cinda Emerick
We are very grateful for the use of your
gym for our Limber Ladies Exercise
Class.
May the Lord continue to bless your
church’s programs and endeavors.
---Limber Ladies
We would like to thank you for the many
cards and well wishes and prayers from
our church family and friends. Also
thanks to Pastor Joel for his visits to us
during our surgeries.
We are on the road to recovery.
---Rhonda and Gary DeShong
"With continuing concerns involving the
COVID pandemic the Deacons have
again, reluctantly, decided not to proceed
with the practice of delivering Christmas
flowers to our 85 and older church family
members this year. But we will be
thinking about each of you and sincerely
hope that you have a wonder filled
Christmas. God Bless You!"

David and Joanne Meyers and Family
following the death of David’s brother,
Thomas “Tom” S. Meyers on Tuesday,
November 16, 2021.
Jean Gindlesperger and Family following
the death of her son, Fred C.
Gindlesperger, Jr. on Monday,
November 15, 2021.
Terry and Carol Koons and Family
following the death of their uncle,
Robert C. Rotz on Saturday,
October 30, 2021.
Glenn and Nancy Deardorff Family;
Jeanne Monn Family; Bob and Janet
Deardorff Family following the death of
their father and brother, Glenn E.
Deardorff, Sr. on Wednesday,
October 27, 2021.

Congratulations to:
Khris and Ashlynn Horst on the birth of
a daughter, Aubrey Paige Horst, born
Tuesday, November 16, 2021. She
weighed 7 lb. 13 ounces and was 21 ½
inches long. Her grandparents are
Tina and Dennis Horst and
Great-Grandparents are Don and Louise
Blattenberger.

Opportunity to serve.
On Saturday, December 11th at 3:00 pm our
church will be partnering with Maranatha
Ministries for a dairy and food distribution.

Salvation Army Red Kettle Project
This will be conducted as a drive-up
give-a-way in our Brethren Life Center
parking lot. Starting at 2:00pm between
15 to 20 volunteers are needed to help with
putting the boxes into vehicles.

Missions and Service Commission is
sponsoring an opportunity to serve and
share with the Salvation Army. Our
congregation will again ring the bell for the
Red Kettle Project at The Butcher Shoppe
on Friday, December 3, 2021 from 9 a.m.
until 7 p.m. Look for the sign-up sheet in the
Narthex and sign-up for an hour.

Re-read some favorites and spend time
with family and friends!

WHAT: Mid-Week to Go……
WHEN: Wednesday, January 5th &
Wednesday, February 2nd between
5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
WHERE: Chambersburg COB
Meal delivered to your car!
First come-first served basis.
260 South Fourth Street
Chambersburg, PA 17201
717-264-6957
Mid-Week Connection’s purpose is connecting our
Brethren family to the community through fellowship and
service.

Please take note that the next
Pastor’s Pen will combine the
months of January and
February. Deadline for the
January/February Pastor’s Pen
is Sunday, January 9th.
Please submit all information to
the church office.

The Table
by Ken Gibble
Please submit all information
I merely suggested that we replace
it.
to the church
office.
Creaky, clunky, pitted with scratches,
it stands in our dining room, at odds
with the surroundings in our new house.
My beloved gave me a look that would
have made Ivan the Terrible tremble.
I grew up with it was all she said.
All she needed to say. She can still
see her father carving the turkey at
the Christmas feast, hear the laughter
at one of her brother’s jokes, catch
the venomous glances of her sister,
two years her senior, during one
of their periodic spats. What to me
is a piece of furniture, overdue for disposal,
is, to her, something altogether different.
There are stories etched in its
well-worn wood that I will never know of,
memories happy and sad and holy.
We decided to keep the table.
Ken Gibble is a retired Church of the Brethren pastor, and a writer and poet.

Connect Groups: C-Groups Craft Corner Schedule
November 29, 6:00 p.m.: Christmas Cards & Thank You Cards –Anne Crawford will be leading
a class on making cards in the Mini-Fellowship Hall. All material provided – 2 cards: $10 or 4
cards: $15. Please sign-up in the BLC Lobby.
November 29, 2:00 p.m. - Knots and Thoughts – Come join us for a time of learning to crochet
and sharing our thoughts. If you already know how to crochet or knit, please join us!
We will begin with learning the basic crochet stitches and make a coaster or two. We will then
begin working on a sampler afghan. Supplies will be provided for the instruction and coasters.
Class is led by Liz Thorpe. Sign-up today in the BLC Lobby.
December 6, 6:00 p.m. – Decorative Christmas Candy Making
in the church kitchen. All supplies provided. Donation basket to cover material cost.
Instructor, Margie Diller. Please sign-up in the BLC Lobby.
December 13, 10 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. – Snowglobe Watercolor Painting Class in Mini-Fellowship
Hall. Cost is $5 total for supplies – all supplies provided. Instructor, Ann Deardorff.
Please sign-up in the BLC Lobby.

Brick Wall Addition/Updates
The Properties Commission, along with the Church Board, have
approved the updating/adding of bricks to our brick wall in the Brethren
Life Center Lobby. Bricks are on sale now and can be purchased for
$100.00 per engraved brick. An order form is included with this
newsletter (see last page).

The brick can be imprinted with three lines of up to 15 characters each (including spaces).
Please print clearly (with capital letters) the name or message you would like on your brick.
The order form shows an area for brick color and font styles. That does not apply. The bricks will
be printed to match the current brick wall.
Make check payable to Chambersburg Church of the Brethren and attach to order from. Payment
must be accompanied by the order form. Deadline to order is December 31st.

