April 2021

The Pastor’s Pen...
God has been faithful over the past few years! We have been blessed with needing
more help due to the growth we have experienced. Even with the hurdle of COVID19, God continues to pour out his blessing on our church.
2020 Blessings
Virtual Vacation Bible School – 95 Children, plus their families attended.
Smart Cookies – 16 students, and a first time EVER since we reopened in 2011,
we have a waiting list!
CCOB Youth Group – 15+ consistent youth each Wednesday this year.
C-Groups – A new ministry which provides spaces and opportunities for people to
connect with each other in the church, grow together in Christ, and serve our
community.
Childcare Ministry – This ministry has exploded! We have 5+ children each week,
plus more babies to arrive this year!
Sunday School Classes – We have regathered, and have offered a first time EVER,
Hybrid Sunday School Class!
Worship Services – We are LIVE each Sunday morning for our church members and
many others who enjoy great worship and a relevant message.
Missions – We were able to bless those who were in financial distress by the
pandemic by raising $8,050.00 for organizations in Franklin County to distribute to
those in need. We fundraised $5,765 to help purchase a Milk Truck for Maranatha
Ministries and we have offered a To-Go Meal to our community members every 1st
Wednesday of the month. In December, we were able to provide 300 families with a
mass food distribution.
And the list goes on…

God continues to bless the CCOB in ways that we can never imagine. God’s word
says in 2 Corinthians 9:6, “Remember this: The person who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap generously.”
Brothers and Sisters, I believe that we are in the mist of reaping generously in the
Ministries of the Church. BUT … when we reap generously, that doesn’t mean that
our work is done. It means there is MORE work to be done.
The famous saying, “more hands make less work” is what we are asking for. There
are a lot of volunteer positions available that need to be filled to continue the
growth of the blessings that we have received. Here is a list of what is needed to
continue the Christian Education Ministries.
Adult Sunday School Teachers
Youth Sunday School Teachers
Children’s Sunday School Teachers
Children’s Sunday School Floaters
Childcare for our parents who attend Sunday School
2nd Service Childcare (ages birth to 3 years old)
Church Librarian
Youth Leaders for Wednesday Evenings
Vacation Bible School
The Christian Education Commission wants to thank all those who have been
faithful throughout the years. If you are interested in finding out more about the
ministries above, please contact Jamie in the church office or by e-mail;
jamie@chambcob.org
Colossians 3:23-24
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord
as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

--Jamie Rhodes

Connect Groups
We are very excited to announce the start of Connect Groups! In keeping with our church
mission statement of “Family of God, Growing in Christ, Empowered to Serve,” we are
forming small groups known as Connect Groups or C-Groups. The purpose of C-Groups is
to provide spaces and opportunities for people to connect with each other in the church,
grow together in Christ, and serve our community.
C-Groups will include workshops such as crafting and home skills; group outings such as hiking, cycling,
or car enthusiast events; Bible and book studies; and outreach opportunities in our community. We are
hoping to offer several workshops, studies, or activities each month.
There are some new C-Groups that have already launched:
• C-Group Craft Corner
• R&R: Refresh and Renew in Christ
• EWOK (Evening With Out the Kids)
Each C-Group may have its own unique meeting time and frequency. One of our newest groups is the
C-Group Craft Corner. This one will be held on Monday evenings at 6:00 unless otherwise stated.
R&R: Refresh and Renew in Christ will meet on Monday afternoons 2:00-3:00 p.m. (please note new
time). If you are interested in an activity and the time and day does not suit your schedule, please contact
Liz Thorpe to discuss the possibility of alternate times to meet.
We hope you will join us in the C-Groups!

C-Group Craft Corner Schedule
March 29, 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Bears – You can make and take the bears home with you or make
them for the church to distribute to our shut-ins. These little bears are a
nice way to show someone that God loves and cares for them, and that you
are praying for them too. All supplies are provided. Leadership by
Linda Ross. Sign-up sheet in BLC lobby or contact Liz Thorpe.

April 5 & 12

Sewing a Cross the Body Bag – This is a nice slim-line bag and great for
hands-free shopping or activities when you still wish to carry your phone
and wallet. All supplies are provided. Leadership by Marsha Smith.
Sign-up sheet in the BLC lobby or contact Liz Thorpe.

April 26

Watercolor Painting – Ann Deardorff will be showing us how to relax and
create beautiful watercolor works of art. No previous painting skills
required. Ann will provide all instruction necessary. There will be a cost
for the supplies for this class. More information to come! Please sign-up in
the BLC lobby or contact Liz Thorpe.

May 10 & 17

Clay Handbuilding – “Handbuilding is working with clay by hand using
only simple tools, not the pottery wheel.” Have fun learning basic clay
handbuilding techniques. We will be making Christmas ornaments and 3dimensioanl angels. Beginner level projects that require no prior clay
experience. Leadership by Cinda Frey. Cost is $20.00 total.

Chambersburg Church of the Brethren will be hosting an American Red Cross Blood Drive in
our Brethren Life Center on Thursday, April 22nd, Thursday, May 20th and Thursday, June 24th,
2021 from 1:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.
The Church has been asked by the Red Cross to provide volunteers on blood drive days to help
with greeting and snacks. (This is really a lot of fun, a lot more fun when we are not facing
COVID but still fun, it takes about three or four helpers on blood drive day). These helpers will
scan donors at the door for temperature, greet them and help them sign in, and hand out snacks
at the refreshment area. Helpers can help the whole drive or split it up in to two shifts. I hear
from most that they like to split it up in which case we would need six to eight helpers. Three or
four for the first shift and three or four for the second.
Please consider volunteering and contact Carol Wingert in the church office (264-6957 or
chambcob@gmail.com) if you can help!

New Arrivals in the Library for April 2021
s’

DVD
Beyond the Blackboard

Non-Fiction
The Sound of Gravel by Ruth Wariner
Before and After by Judy Christie

Volunteer Needed
Our church library is looking for a
volunteer to assist with the operations
of the Adult section of our library.
If this is something you think would be
a good fit for you, please contact Gloria
Oldham or Linda Remson.

The Church Library is open during the week if you wish to check out books!

CCOB Youth Ministry
-

Youth Group: We will continue each Wednesday of the month;
April 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th.

-

Youth Day Retreat: Saturday, April 10th at 9:00am - 9:00pm, we
will be getting together for a full day retreat to learn how we can
serve in a socially distance world.

When the pandemic hit a year ago, serving others got a bit harder. How can we serve when we
have to stay 6 feet apart? How can we serve others when it is hard to communicate with a
mask on? Is it better to just wait for all of this to end and then continue the work of Christ?
God never wanted us to stop serving, but He did intend for us to serve differently!
Youth Pastor, Dwight Karkan from Otterbein Church in Waynesboro, will be leading us
through ways we can begin to think “outside the box” when it comes to serving others.
We will be participating in messages, small groups, worship, service projects, group activities,
food, a movie and games.
____________________________________________________

Chambersburg Church of the Brethren
Invites you to Vacation Bible School:

Save The Date!!
June 14 thru 18, 2021
Pre-Schoolers (4 Years Old) thru 5

th

Grade

260 South Fourth Street
Chambersburg, PA 17201
717-264-6957

SMART COOKIES PRESCHOOL NEWS
March 2020
March has been a very active month for us. We had Dr. Seuss month and enjoyed
parents/grandparents coming in to read to us. We celebrated St. Patrick’s day on Wednesday, March
17th. On Friday, March 19th we celebrated our 100th day of school. For Science we have been
anxiously awaiting the arrival of our chicks. They have been in an incubator since March 3rd. They
should be ready to hatch on March 24th.
On March 24th, we will be having our karate ceremony, in which the class will receive their white
belts with orange stripe. On March 29th, we begin our spring session of Soccer Shots.
For the month of April, we have fun activities planned, we have a class trip scheduled. We will be
planting flowers, learning about butterflies and bugs, spending time outside, and having theme
Fridays.
Upcoming April Events
April 2nd- 5th – Easter Vacation
April 9th- Superhero Day: Dress as your favorite superhero
April 16th- Trip to Red Run Park (Renfrew Trip)
April 20th- Earth Day
April 23rd- Pajama Day- Wear your pajamas to school
April 30th- Field Trip Rain Date

Smart Cookies, once again, is expressing
our thanks for your “love of children and
chocolate.”

Dear Chambersburg Church of the Brethren,

I wanted to thank you for the kind
donation towards our Refrigerated Box
Truck. We had two donations that helped
us along the way and we paid the rest to
get the truck. It will last us a long time.
God is amazing!!! The collaboration of our
work for the Lord I’m sure pleases Him.
Chambersburg Church of the Brethren has
always been a blessing to our Ministry
and we thank you for your continuous
support in helping us serve the Lord. As
we move forward in collaboration this will
help us to offer our support to you in your
missions to the community. We are
committed to assisting your programs as
well.
Again, thank you for partnering with our
Ministry. We are grateful for your support.
---Craig L. Newcomer, Executive
Director, Maranatha Ministry, Inc.
Elizabeth Wratchford, Director
Maranatha Food Pantry

To My Church Friends and Pastor Joel,
Thank you for your prayers, cards and
words of encouragement. It was a trying
experience but with God’s help and my
family support, I am home and on the
road to recovery.
---Dorothy Blough
I would like to thank Pastor Joel, Liz,
the Congregation, the Church Staff for
the cards, phone calls and concerns
during my illness in January.
All was greatly appreciated.
---Don Blattenberger

Our fundraiser this year raised $1600
for our school. The 16 students enrolled
in our program will greatly benefit from
your generosity and support.
----Smart Cookies Committee

Our Sympathy to:
Terry and Carol Koons and Family
following the death of Terry’s father,
C. Glenn Koons on Friday, March 12,
2021.

Deadline for May Pastor’s Pen is
Sunday, April 18, 2021.
Please submit all information to the
church office.

WHAT: Mid-Week to Go……
WHEN: Wednesday, April 7th
between 5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
WHERE: Chambersburg COB
Meal delivered to your car!
First come-first served basis.

Legends of Eastertide
A lovely legend tells how the robin
got his red breast. On the way to
Calvary, a little robin noted that a
thorn had pierced the forehead of
Christ, causing it to bleed. So he
flew down and plucked out the
thorn. But as he did so, a drop of
Christ’s blood fell on the little bird’s
breast, staining it red.
From that time forth, all robins
have had red breasts as a reminder
that one of them was kind to our
Lord.

Opportunity to Service
On Saturday, April 10th at 3:00 pm
our church will be partnering with
Maranatha Ministries for a dairy and
food distribution.
This will be conducted as a drive-up
give-a-way in our Brethren Life
Center parking lot. Starting at
2:00pm between 15 to 20 volunteers
are needed to help with putting the
boxes into vehicles.
Watch for sign-up sheets coming
soon!

Festival, and enjoy some c

