
 

  
           
 
 
 

January/February 2021 

 The Pastor’s Pen... 
 
 
“God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him… If we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                          I John 1:5 & 7 
 
 
I find the first week of January a sad time of year. Don’t get me wrong, Kathie and I had a nice 
Christmas even though we were alone. I felt the online Christmas Eve service was very well 
done and very effective. We spent two days in northern Pennsylvania visiting our grandchildren. 
And given the medical issue I had in February, I was thankful to the Lord that I was alive and 
able to celebrate another Christmas. 
 
I do, however, become a little maudlin whenever the Christmas lights come down. I take 
pleasure in seeing homes brightly lighted and displayed. In fact, at least once during the month 
of December Kathie and I drive through our neighborhood and around Chambersburg just to 
look at the lights. 
 
Some people find Christmas lights an unnecessary expenditure of money and resources. But for 
me, even when the lights and displays are secular, I’m still reminded of something John said in 
his first letter to the church: God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him. Christmas 
lights, even the secular ones, convey to me the promise and hope that God is in the house! He 
showed up in that little baby who grew up to take away the sins of the world. 
 
Jesus said we are to let our light shine before people so that they can see what we’re about and 
give God the glory. He wasn’t talking about colored LED bulbs and inflatable snowmen that 
inevitably come down when the season is over. We have the Light of the World inside our hearts 
and no January darkness can overcome (John 1:5). Let there be light, brothers and sisters, and 
let it be a blessing this brand new year.  

 
 
Pastor Joel 



 

…..that our congregation once again participated in the Red Kettle Project with the 
Salvation Army.  We rang the bell on Friday, December 4th at The Butcher Shoppe 
from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm.  During our time, $1,493.94 was raised for the Salvation 

Army.  Thanks to all for participating in this annual fundraising event!! 
 

New Arrivals in the Library for February 2021 
s’ 
Non-Fiction 
The Rescuer by Jason Sautel 
 
Fiction 
The Brides of the Big Valley by Wanda Brunstetter 
The Healing by Linda Byler 
 
DVD 
All Saints 
 
The Church Library is open during the week if you wish to check out books! 
 

 
 
 
 

Church Yard Sale is postponed! 
Due to COVID we are going to reschedule for a later date. 

Please watch for details later in the year. 
 
 

 
 



 
Youth Group 2020 at a Glance 

 
This year brought many different ways, that we as a group, have learned about Jesus, 
connected with each other, and served our community. We had a total of 14 events 
canceled this past year and missed 12 Wednesday night youth groups. But trust me, 
these teens were still busy… but just in a different way.  
 
We had many Wednesday nights where we used Zoom to connect 
as a group. In fact, we played games, had short devotionals, small 
groups, and this past December we had our yearly Christmas 
party virtually too! Each meeting we had a range of 10-18 youth 
participate and we hit 26 teens and leaders on our Christmas 
party! It was a great evening to celebrate the birth of Jesus and 
have a little fun as a group.  
 
It was very different planning and executing Youth Sunday this year. But of course, 
the teens took it very seriously and were happy to bend and flex just as the way Jesus 
does each and every day for us. I love how creative they are and how much work they 
put into it. It is very special to me, as their youth leader, to watch them grow and 
mature each year.  
 
All of our special events that we have during the summer were 
canceled, every single one of them! As leaders, we knew the 
importance of reconnecting in person, but also keeping everyone 
safe at the same time. We took the opportunity of the beautiful 

weather to have outdoor movie nights at 
the Rhodes’ House. It was so much fun 
sitting around the fire, having s’mores and 
enjoying a Netflix movie. This is definitely 
something that we will be doing each 
summer to come.  
 
 

 
September 2nd, was the first youth group we had since mid-
March. Getting together looked very different. Each teen had to 
get their temperature checked as they entered into the building, 
then go wash their hands before they entered the gym. When 
entering into the gym, there were tables and chairs set up so that 
2 teens could sit together at the same table. With the changes of 
educational learning, the leaders decided that it would be best to 
use our youth group time to sit and assist teens with their 
schoolwork. Many teens struggled with online learning in March, 
and we wanted to provide a place where they could ask questions 
and have support from their church leaders. This was one of the 
hardest decisions that we as a youth leadership team had to make in a long time. We 
kept asking ourselves, “what would Jesus do?” In our hearts we just wanted to “go 
back to normal,” but felt the urge to meet the youth where they were in the mist of all 
the changes. We needed to ask ourselves, “what do the teens need right now in their 



 
lives?” “How can we support them during these times of change?” Having a “Study-
Hall” format is what we did to encourage learning and also provide assistance.  
Out of the 9 years of being a leader here at the CCOB, I am most proud of the 
leadership team during this time. We were able to give these teens Jesus by sitting 
with them, helping with Math problems, writing essays, talking to them about their 
day and providing them a hot meal. This change was a success and we continued it for 
the first 8 weeks of youth group.  
 

Some of the fun adventures that we had this past fall was 
taking a trip to Camp Eder for a challenge course, taking a 
pottery class in Waynesboro and having our annual Youth 
Lock-In. Camp Eder provided a great event for our teens to 
work together, communicate and rely on others to complete the 
challenge course. It was fun to watch them figure out how to 
complete a task and watch them climb the intense rock wall.  
 
 

In the last couple of years, each Spring and Fall we 
participate in different workshops to give the teens different 
experiences. Cinda Frey set up a pottery class for our teens to 
do in October. It was a lot of fun watching them be so focused 
and creative at the same time. This is definitely something 
that we as a group would love to do again.  
 
The last “in-person” event that we had was a modified Youth 
Lock-In. The teens came to the church and had a hot meal 
before heading to our activities. They enjoyed SkyZone in 
Hagerstown and also Bowling at Lincoln Lanes. 
Unfortunately, because of COVID we had to end our evening 
at 1am. I know they are looking forward to our “normal” 
Youth Lock-In in the near future. I think my favorite part of 
all these trips was seeing them smile and laugh together.  
 
 
Serving was definitely something that was lacking this year due to COVID. We had to 
be creative considering that we were not allowed to serve in an organizations building. 
We ended this year by serving Camp Eder by participating in their Christmas Tree 
Festival. We decorated ornaments as a group. On each ornament we put one thing 
that we were thankful for.  
 
We had a lot of ornaments that said family, friends, education, Jesus, Zoom, food, and 
many more. Even though COVID made our everyday living 
different, the teens were able to look past that and see what 
really matters in life. I can see the difference in their eyes as they 
struggled this past year. Not one of the ornaments on that tree 
said a cell phone, computer, or Netflix. Family and friends was 
the top answers on that tree. COVID might have made things 
more difficult this year, but I can see that COVID brought them 
closer to the ones that they love. Thank you Jesus for this!  
 



 
 
Lastly, we served the residents at Providence Place. We took 2 weeks on making 
Christmas boxes, filled them with candy and made cards for 150 residents. We talked 
about how others might be feeling this Christmas season due to the rising cases of 
COVID and families not being able to visit their loved ones. They worked hard and I 
am very proud of them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What a year! 
COVID you’re not stopping us! 

The work of Jesus WILL continue! 
 
 
Love,  
 
 
 
Jamie Rhodes 
Director of Youth Ministry 

 
 

 
 

Youth Group Events!  
 

We will continue each Wednesday of the month;  
January 20th and 27th,  

February 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th at 6-8pm. 
 

Events are currently cancelled until further notice. 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

SMART COOKIES   
PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 
 
Happy Winter! December has been a very busy month for our Preschool. We have been continuing to 
learn our letters, numbers, shapes, and colors. We also have started to learn about syllables, writing our 
names, and learning how to be healthy.  In December, we learned about the Birth of Jesus. For January 
and February, we will be looking at the lives of Joshua, Gideon, David, and Daniel.  
 
On December 18th, we had our Christmas Program recorded and a link was sent to families. The students 
did a great job performing “The 12 Symbols of Christmas”, and singing Christmas Carols. 
 
On December 18th we had our Christmas Party and gift exchange. After a very busy week before 
Christmas we all enjoyed our break. 
 
For January, we will start a martial arts class. The month of February we will be busy celebrating Dental 
Hygiene Month, Valentine’s Day, Groundhog Day, and Dr. Seuss’s birthday.  
 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Amy 

 
                                                                 January Events 
                                                6th- Martial Arts Classes Begin 

          18th - No School-MLK Jr. Day 
        
           February Events 
    2nd- Groundhog Day 
    10th- Valentine’s Day Party 
    12th-15th- No School: President’s Day 
    19th- Dental Hygenist Visits our Class 
    24th-March 6th-  Read Across America/Dr. Seuss Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank You!  We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in sending your cancelled 
stamps to our project.  Our success 
depends upon people like you to fulfill 
our purpose – purchasing items that 
bring comfort to the Residents of Cross 
Keys Village – TBHC.  God bless you  
and thanks again. 
---Cross Keys Village 
The Brethren Home Community 
Stamp Project 
 
A Gazillion Thanks…..and I’m so blessed 
to work for and serve with you all! 
Thank You…..CCOB Family for the 
Generous Gift!!! (Ya’ll are truly amazing!) 
---Sincere love for each of you. 
Kendal (& Mary) Trader 
 
 
Special Thanks to all those that 
contributed to the effort to help purchase 
a refrigerated milk truck for Maranatha 
Ministries. Through the end of December 
$5,765.00 was raised through the 
special offering. This will certainly go a 
long way to help them serve those in 
need in the future as they help meet the 
food needs of our community. 
Thanks so much, 
---Missions and Service Commission 
 
To Our Church Family- 
We would like to express our thanks to 
you for cards, phone calls, and other 
expressions of concern during the illness 
and passing of my father Jay Stoner.  
Lori and I are thankful to have a caring 
and supporting church family. 
Thank you. 
---Brian & Lori Stoner 

Thanks to all those who donated very 
much needed cold weather items 
throughout the month of November. 
Hundreds of hats, gloves, scarves, 
socks, etc were delivered in early 
December to South Central Community 
Action Programs' (SCCAP) Food Bank. 
Many people will be warmer this winter 
thanks to your efforts. 
----Missions and Service Commission 
 
 
Thank you to all those who volunteered 
on December 12th for the milk and food 
distribution. Together we served over 
300 families by providing much needed 
food products with our partnership with 
Maranatha Ministries in about an hour's 
time. 
Your service is much appreciated, 
----Missions and Service Commission 
 

 
Our sympathy to:   
 
Patricia Corman and Family following 
the death of her husband, Albert R. 
Corman, Jr., on Sunday, December 27, 
2020. 
 
Bryan, Mary Jo, Benjamin and Bryce 
Stevenson and Family following the 
death of their mother and grandmother, 
Diana S. Stevenson on Tuesday,  
December 15, 2020. 
 
Bennett R. Bard Family following his 
death on Sunday, December 6, 2020. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline for March Pastor’s Pen is 
Sunday, February 21, 2021. 
 
Please submit all information to the 
church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT:  Mid-Week to Go……  
 
WHEN: Wednesday, February 3rd   
between 5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.  
 
WHERE:  Chambersburg COB 
 

Meal delivered to your car! 
First come-first served basis. 

 

 
The Southern PA District Office has 

successfully moved and has a physical location 
once again. 

 
SO PA District Office Church of the Brethren 
3375 Carlisle Road Suite A 
Gardners, PA 17324 
 
717-778-2264 is the office phone# (you will be 
prompted to select Carolyn or Bill). 
 
717-778-2254 is Bill’s direct# if you want to  
by-pass the above. 
 
We no longer have fax capability. 
Our email addresses have remained the same. 
 
For those not familiar with Gardners, we are 
located along Rt 34 between Biglerville and Mt. 
Holly Springs, in beautiful orchard country. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

EYN churches are attacked, 
 at least 12 people are killed, a pastor/evangelist is among those 

abducted in violence on the day before and the day after Christmas 
 
Church of the Brethren Newsline 
December 28, 2020 
From reports by EYN staff 

“In skeletal information reaching us from Garkida, three churches were set ablaze, five people killed, and 
five people are missing in a Boko Haram attack,” reported Zakariya Musa, head of media for Ekklesiyar 
Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). Garkida, a town in the Gombi Local 
Government Area of Adamawa State in northeast Nigeria, is the site of the founding of EYN and the place 
where the former Church of the Brethren mission in Nigeria began. 

According to church officials the attackers invaded Garkida on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, Musa reported, 
burning several churches including EYN Ghung, EYN Sangere, and Living Faith Church Garkida. “The 
Living Faith Church was rebuilt after the Feb. 21 attack on Garkida when four churches were destroyed in 
similar attack,” he wrote. “The church said they spent Christmas Eve in the bush and that some houses 
were selectively burned.” Also burned were road construction facilities on the Biu Road. 

In another Christmas Eve attack, “Pemi village was stormed by Boko Haram,” Musa reported. “According 
to church officials, seven people were killed, an EYN church and many houses were burnt, and one 
evangelist named Bulus Yakura was abducted. A church official who spoke on the phone from Mbalala in 
Chibok Local Government Area of Borno State, who was in the village the following morning on Dec. 25 
for assessment, said people have fled Pemi village for their life. Many villagers in the areas of attack 
abandoned their villages on Christmas Eve after finishing all preparations for Christmas.” 

At least three more communities along the Biu Road were attacked the day after Christmas, Dec. 26. 
Musa reported: “Three more churches and many houses are destroyed at Tashan Alade, Kirbitu, and 
Debiro towns…. The destroyed churches include churches that were destroyed in 2014, which later were 
rebuilt by the Borno State Government. The renewed attacks are coming almost on a daily basis in 
different ways, resulting in killings, kidnapping, destruction of properties.” 

In a separate email Yuguda Z. Mdurvwa, who heads up EYN’s Disaster Relief Ministry, reported that the 
EYN Dzur church on the outskirts of Garkida also was burned in the Christmas Eve attack. He added that 
drugs were looted from the Garkida General Hospital and other stores and food stuffs were looted. In 
addition to the five people who were killed, “many sustained injuries,” he wrote, and “people slept in the 
mountains without celebrating Christmas. 

“Our hope is that Christ was born to save us from all these pains and give us peace,” Mdurvwa wrote. 
“Apart from the above insecurity, COVID-19 is surging in the second wave, Nigeria is recording above 
1,000 per day. Despite our troubles, God is our comforter and our source of help.” 



 
 

 
e Festival, and enjoy some camp traditions.  


