
 

September 2020 

 The Pastor’s 
Pen... 

 
According to legend and the word of old timers, my hometown of Waynesboro rests 
atop of a large network of underground caverns. This fact greatly interested me as 
a child and, over the years, I have toured caves from Luray to Mammoth. 
 
What follows is a devotion written by Brother Wayne West of Praise Unlimited 
Ministries in Lancaster County. Wayne is a well-known and travelled teacher of the 
Bible and a personal friend of the Nogles. He shared this in his recent newsletter 
and I definitely felt it was worth repeating. I have done some editing but have not 
changed Wayne’s meaning one bit. Enjoy! 
 
Caves are important in Scripture. The first mention of a cave is in Genesis 19:30 
when Lot and his two daughters fled to one for refuge after Sodom was destroyed. 
When Abraham’s wife Sarah died, he bought the cave of Machpelah near Hebron for 
her burial place. (Gen. 23) 
 
David was a national hero after he killed Goliath. But because of Saul’s jealousy, 
David was forced to hide in the cave of Adullam just west of Jerusalem (I Sam. 
22:1-2). Eventually, with 400 trained fighting men, David made the cave his 
headquarters. And Elijah, who challenged and defeated the 400 prophets of Baal, 
ran from Queen Jezebel and hid in a cave where he met the Lord in the 
“still, small voice.” (I Kings 19:11-13) 
 
Most important to our faith, our Lord and Savior Jesus was buried in a 
sepulcher/cave until His resurrection on the third day. 
 
As we Americans continue social distancing, caves are [a fitting metaphor] and 
surely God wants to teach His people some important lessons during these days of 
quarantine… Let’s trust God to use our “cave days” to train and empower us for 
greater usefulness in His Kingdom more than ever before. James tells the church 
to, “Draw near to God and God will draw near to you.” 
 
In His grasp, Pastor Joel 
 
 
 
 



 

 
OUR CHAMBERSBURG CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN CONGREGATION WILL 

REGATHER ON SUNDAY MORNING, AUGUST 30. 
 
Worship is at 8:30 in the sanctuary and at 10:45 in the Brethren Life Center. 
Initially, we will still not meet for Sunday School (September 20th  Sunday School 
begins) and we are not offering Children’s Church or childcare. This may change. 
 
Just as before, we respectfully ask you to wear a face covering, use hand sanitizer 
and practice social distancing. Other guidelines were sent in an all-church 
mailing/emailing on Wednesday, August 19. They have been posted on the church 
doors and at the welcome centers as well. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you back to God’s house!!! 
 
 
     
 

SERMON TOPICS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
54 verses concerning Jesus in the New Testament are about truth. In John 14 Jesus said that 
he is the embodiment of truth. When he stood before Pilate he said he came to testify or bear 
witness to the truth. The truth, Jesus said, will set us free. Yet, Pilate asked him what truth is.  
And so our theme is… 
  

What IS Truth? 
 
Sep 6   --    Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left everything for my sake who 
                   will not receive a hundred times more. 
                   Mark 10:23-31 

Sep 13 --    Truly I tell you, this poor widow gave more than anyone. Luke 21:1-4 
 
Sep 20 --    Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again they cannot see the Kingdom of 
         God. John 3:1-13 

         *Baptism Sunday and Reception of New Members 
 
Sep 27 --    Truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. John 8:31-36 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to be baptized OR received into our church family through 
letter or reaffirmation of faith, Sunday, September 20 is New Member 
Sunday! Please express your interest to Pastors Joel or Jamie and they will answer 
your questions and help you with your decision. 
 
Sunday, October 4 is World Communion Sunday. 
Assuming some of the imposed restrictions by the CDC and Gov. Wolf are lifted by 
this time, we will hold our Brethren Love Feast and Holy Communion in our  
Brethren Life Center at 11:05 a.m.  
 
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary – 10:00 a.m. 
Love Feast in the BLC – 11:05 a.m. 
 
*There will only be one service of worship this day.  
 
 
 

 
 

Fall Sunday School Classes 
 
 
It is time for us to regather our Adult Sunday School Class. We 
will begin this on September 20th at 9:30-10:30am in the 
Sanctuary. There will only be one class at this time. We ask you 
to keep the current guidelines that are in place during our 
normal worship services. This is a time for us to deepen our 

relationship and knowledge of Jesus! We hope you will join us!  
 
 
Currently, we will only have our Adult Sunday School Class at this time. We will open 
our Youth and Children’s Church as we see more families joining us on Sunday 
Morning.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Jamie Rhodes in the church office.  
 
Thank you!  



 
 
 
 
 
September  

 
• Youth Group Begins on September 2nd! We will continue each Wednesday of 

September. If anything changes, we will notify all youth and parents ASAP. 
 
This year youth group will be looking a lot different due the changes around us. 
We will continue to meet in person on Wednesday nights from 6-8pm.  
 
What will be expected? This time will be a study hall format. The youth will 
wear masks as they enter the church building. Then they will sign in at the 
welcome desk, get their temperature checked and will wash their hands in the 
restrooms. Next, they will enter the Gym and find a seat where they 
will have a time to open their computers and books. There 

will be 8-foot tables where 2 youth will be able to sit 6 
feet apart and they will be set up in a way where 
socializing and social distancing will be embraced. 
Please bring homework and study materials during 

this time.  
 

The church will also provide dinner for each participant. This 
dinner will be the same each week and will be pre-packaged off the 

church premises. As each student is eating, they are allowed to take off their 
masks, but will be required to keep them on during the rest of the evening. In 
addition, there will be a time for devotions and small group discussion.  
 

• Youth Fall Get Together:  
September 11th, 2020 (Rain Date: September 12th) 

AND 
    September 25th, 2020 (Rain Date: September 26th) 

 
We will be gathering at the Rhodes Home (2320 Heidi Circle, 
Chambersburg PA 17202) to have a campfire and an outside movie. 
Please arrive at 7-10:30pm. 

 
DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY:  We will be gathering outside for S’mores, 
popcorn and a movie. Please bring a chair/or pillow and a blanket! Teens will 
need to be dropped off and picked up from the Rhodes Home. 
Transportation is NOT scheduled at this time. Also, don’t forget your Mask!  

 

Considering that we will be outside only, this event will only happen if the 
weather corporates. Jamie will cancel the day of, if rain is expected. Teens will 
be allowed to enter the Rhodes home to use the restrooms only. Masks will not 
be required when being outside but are encouraged to stay 6 feet apart while 
outside.  

 
If you are interested in participating, please fill out the permission slips and let  
Jamie know that you will be coming!  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SMART COOKIES  PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 
A new school year is about to begin shortly. Although our school year will look different 
and some of the activities we love to do have to be modified, we are looking forward to 
reopening on September 8th. We are looking forward to all the new learning adventures we 
will embark on. Along with our Bible curriculum, we will continue to use our curriculum 
called Learning Without Tears. We are looking forward to having a full classroom 
(15 students) and a fun and productive school year! 
 

September Events 
 

September 8th - First Day of school for 5 day students 

September 9th- First Day of school for 3 day students 

September 13th- Grandparents Day 

September 9th- National Teddy Bear Day- Bring your bears to school 

September 16th- National Play-Doh Day 

September 22nd - First Day of Autumn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A special thanks to Pastor Joel and Liz 
and the Church family for the prayers 
and concerns following my surgery. 
---Don Blattenberger 
 
 
Thank you folks for the 95th year 
Birthday cards which were sent to me. 
Thank You! 
---Charlotte (Mabel) Hawbaker 
 
For My Church Family, 
Many thanks for the cards, phone calls, 
and other expressions of concern when I 
had gall bladder surgery.  I was very 
glad to be home and feeling better.  I 
was especially happy when I got cleared 
by the doctor to resume normal 
activities….that meant I could ride my 
bike again.  A special thank you to 
Pastor Joel for the anointing and prayer 
before surgery.   
 
Thank you all for being a blessing for 
Lori & myself. 
---Brian Stoner 
 
 
A sincere thanks to Pastor Joel and Liz 
and to all who expressed sympathy on 
the death of my brother, Robert 
Blattenberger. 
---Don Blattenberger 
 
 
Thank you for all your cards & wishes 
you sent for our 50th Wedding 
Anniversary. We appreciated your 
thoughtfulness.  
---John & Margie Diller  
 

 
 
 Our sympathy to:   
 
Donald and Louise Blattenberger and 
Family following the death of Don’s 
brother, Robert Lee Blattenberger on 
Thursday, August 6, 2020. 
 
Dennis and Tina Horst and Family 
following the death of Dennis’s mother, 
Lois M. Horst on Monday, August 3, 
2020. 

	
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline for October Pastor’s Pen is 
Sunday, September 20, 2020 
Please submit all information to the 
church office. 
 
 
	
	
 

 
 
 
 
 
September Arrivals in the Library 
 
Non-Fiction 
A Life Beyond Amazing by David Jeremiah 
 
Fiction 
Ours for a Season by Kim Vogel Sawyer 
The Choice by Robert Whitlow 
The Fire in Ember by Diann Mills      
 
The Church Library is open during 
the week if you wish to check out 
books! 



 
	

OUR	JOURNEY:	
	
Dear	Family,	Friends,	and	Fellow	Life	
Travelers,	
	
About	the	end	of	January	2020,	HEY	was	
diagnosed	with	ITP--a	blood	disorder	where	
blood	platelet	count	numbers	plummet	and	
severe	bleeding	can	follow--either	internally	
or	externally.	After	being	referred	to	Fox	
Chase	Hospital	in	Philadelphia,	very	positive	
results	have	occurred	from	"chemo"	and	
medicinal	treatments.	
LaVerne,	the	doctor	and	I	were	very	pleased.	
July	20,	2020,	during	a	teleconference	with	
Fox	Chase,	the	doctor	asked	if	I	had	any	
questions.	HEY	told	the	doctor	that	he	was	
short	of	breath.	The	doctor	prescribed	three	
tests.	*Covid	19,	*	D-Demy	Blood	test,	*CAT	
scan.	
These	tests	were	completed	7-24-20.	Late	that	
day	the	Fox	Chase	doctor	called	to	say	I	had	
blood	clots	in	my	lung	and	white	nodules	at	
the	top	of	both	lungs.	
July	30,	2020,	HEY	was	admitted	to	C-burg	
Hospital	suffering	from	severe	oxygen	
deprivation.	He	was	discharged	8-3-20,	with	a	
looming	pulmonary	appointment	at	Fox	Chase	
8-05-20.	
The	Fox	Chase	doctor	has	prescribed		
*	Echocardiogram,	*Pulmonary	Function	Test,	
*PET	scan.	
During	all	this,	LaVerne	has	an	external	cancer	
on	her	nose,	surgery	for	this	cancer	is	
scheduled	for	8-13,	20.	
Our	pastors	and	fellow	parishioners	have	
been	a	great	source	of	strength.	
We	have	been	encouraged	by	the	many	people	
who	have	said	they	are	praying	for	us,	have	
helped	financially,	with	transportation,	
delivered	meals,	sent	cards	and	have	called.	
	
May	God	bless	our	many	friends	as	we	see	this	
journey	to	conclusion.		
----Harold	&	LaVerne	Yeager	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

August 23, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers, Sisters, and friends at 
Chambersburg Church of the Brethren, 
 
Our Journey Part II, The latest in LaVerne’s 
and my journey with our 2020 health problems.  
LaVerne had her nose cancer surgery August 13, 
2020, in Hagerstown, MD.  She is healing well 
and H.E.Y. is learning some new skills (like how 
to shampoo his wife’s hair). 
August 17, 2020, H.E.Y. had a telemedicine 
conference with the Fox Chase Hospital 
Hematologist (blood doctor).  The doctor is very 
pleased with the blood platelet numbers but 
indicated that his immune system is still very 
compromised and any Fall 2020 speaking 
engagements should be cancelled because of 
COVID 19 possibilities.  This has been done. 
August 21, 2020, in another telemedicine 
conference with the Pulmonary (lung cancer 
doctor) we learned that the growth in H.E.Y.’s 
lungs are “likely not cancer”.  The breathing 
problems are coming from an old lung problem 
called Sarcoidosis.   
He prescribed an inhaler called “Incruse” ($85 
per inhaler) and a battery of follow-up tests to be 
completed in three months, along with a follow-
up visit to Fox Chase.  The PET scan also picked 
up a growth on H.E.Y.’s thyroid gland which he 
wants to monitor. 
In all of this, LaVerne and I have thanked God 
for the steady supply of calls, cards, food, and 
prayers of our church staff/family, family and 
friends as we have faced the highs and lows of 
our emotional times.  Persons have responded to 
us in ways expected and unexpected and have 
proven to be wonderful encouragement. 
 
May God bless us all as we walk this life journey 
together. 
 
---In great Christian love, 
Harold & LaVerne Yeager 
	
	
	
	



 
	
	
	
	
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER – A STUDY 
OF THE REVELATION 

 
WHEN:     Wednesday Evenings 

     6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

September 23, 30 
October 7, 14, 28 

November 4 
*There will be no class on Wednesday, 

October 21st. 
 

THIS WILL BE A ZOOM BIBLE 
STUDY. YOU WILL NEED THE ZOOM 

APP ON 
YOUR TABLET OR LAPTOP. 

  
If you are interested in 

participating, please contact the 
church office by Monday, 

September 21st. 717-264-6957 
 
 
 
 
	
	

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Brethren Bits 
 

Brethren Volunteer Service Celebrated 
70 years of ministry and life-changing  
experiences of 6,478 volunteers over those 
decades. In 2018, 79 volunteers were 
serving in 7 countries and 17 states. Good 
Samaritan Services in Ephrata, PA and 
The Bernardo Kohler Center in Austin, 
TX have been added to the list of ministry 
sites. 
 
From the 2020 Annual Report of the Church of the Brethren 
 

 
DUE TO RESTRICTIONS THAT ARE IN 
PLACE, THE CARLISLE TRUCK STOP 

MINISTRY FALL BANQUET HAS BEEN 
CANCELLED THIS YEAR! 

 
Like many ministries, the Truck Stop 
Ministry relies on charitable donations 
to help it meet the physical and 
spiritual needs of truckers and 
travelers who use truck stops and 
terminals along the busy corridor of 
Route 11. This stretch of high- 
way sees well over a million vehicles 
each month and has the heaviest 
tractor-trailer traffic anywhere on the 
East Coast. 
 
The Annual Fall Banquet is one way its 
ministry receives funding and support. 
Without it, there may be insufficient 
resources to keep some cogs of the 
ministry going.  
 
Would you still help? You may send 
your personal check to 
 
Carlisle Truck Stop Ministry, Inc. 
PO Box 851 
Carlisle PA 17013-0851 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Attention Ladies…..We are hoping to reschedule the Women’s 

Retreat for Spring 2021 
 

Look for New Dates Coming Soon 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Mark Your Calendars for 

Camp Eder’s Annual Fall Fest! 
 

October 17th, 2020 
10:00am – 3:00pm 

914 Mt Hope Rd, Fairfield, PA 17320 
https://www.campeder.org/fall-festival 

 
Fall Festival is a celebration designed for the whole family. Fun and fundraising for 
Camp Eder’s programs include a benefit auction, food, local craft vendors, and 
children’s games. Pit-Roasted Pork or Turkey highlights the food offerings with eat in 
or take out available. Sandwiches, soup, and wonderful baked goods are also 
available. Apple butter crafted from the camp’s apple orchard is a special treat. 

 
THINGS TO DO: 

Pit Roasted Pork & Turkey Meal.    
$12 adults, $8 kids (12 + under) under 4 free 

 
• Live Auction with Larry Schwartz 

• Live Music by Werner Family Bluegrass Band 

• Silent Auction.  

• Apple Butter Making 

• Strawberry Hill Nature Center  

• Craft Vendors 

• Eder's French Fries & Delicious Sandwiches 

• Kid's Games and prize 

• CANDY TREASURE HUNT 

• Bounce House 

• Food Court & Bake Sale 

• Live Demos all day:  Bee Keeping, Jewelry Making, Knitting, Trout fishing, Outdoor Skills, 
 Fiber Crafts 

 
 
 

 
HELP NEEDED 

Camp Eder needs the following items: 
Please see sign-up sheet in the BLC Lobby 

 
• 10 Baked Pies  
• Bake Sale Items 
• Money Donations to help with Food Expenses.  

 
 



 

 


