
 

August 2020 

 The Pastor’s Pen... 
 
 
On Sunday morning, July 26 Kathie and I sat at our 
computer and participated in the online service of worship. 
As the late baseball catcher, Yogi Berra once said, “It felt like 
déjà vu all over again.” 
 
To be perfectly honest, while the service was well 

constructed and filmed, I personally felt very disappointed we were not able to worship 
at our beloved 4th Street Church. And I know many of you had similar feelings. 
 
As I said in my letter to the church family, making the decision to “ungather” after 
three successful weeks of in-person worship was probably one of the most difficult 
decisions I’ve ever made as a pastor – and I didn’t make it alone! I had the input of a 
team of nine other members as well as our Church Board.  Collectively, while pausing 
our meeting together was not what we preferred, it was the wisest and most 
responsible thing to do with the safety and wellbeing of everyone in mind.  
 
Whether the church is “open” or “closed,” whether we are “gathered” or ungathered” 
we are still the Body of Christ, the 4th Street family, the Chambersburg Church of the 
Brethren. And Jesus has promised not even the gates of hell will prevail against us. 
 
Whenever we do have to make those difficult decisions, your support and flexibility are 
appreciated. Hopefully by now I have gained a little of your trust as your pastor. 
Hopefully, by this “stage of the game” you are giving the church board the credit they 
deserve for always thinking beyond the four walls of the conference room to your living 
room and your best interests. 
 
I don’t have a crystal ball. I don’t believe in crystal balls. And only God knows the 
future. I’m hoping this is a brief hiatus and a proving ground that we can come back 
together with a greater appreciation for our faith and our community. 
 
In his greatest hour of need, Jesus didn’t pray, “My will be done.” He surrendered his 
life into the will of his Father in heaven who knows best. If this were about my will or 
your will, we’d probably be back in church in a week or two. But we must wait for God’s 
will and God’s time. Then and only then will we know we have His blessing to 
reconvene and continue the ministry peacefully, simply, and together. 
 
So… We’ll have worship online. I’ll keep posting mid-week Words of Encouragement. 
We’ll stay strong, keep the faith and keep looking up for as long as necessary. 
 
In His grasp, Pastor Joel 
 



 
 

 

 
 

     
 
When Jesus stood on trial before Pilate, Pilate asked him, “Are you a king?” 
 
Jesus replied, “For this I was born and for this I have come into the world: to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to me.” 
 
Pilate then asked him, “What is truth?” 
 
54 verses concerning Jesus in the New Testament are about truth. But Pilate wanted to know, 
what is truth? That question is going to be the focal point for our next sermon series, beginning 
Sunday, August 9th (see below). 
 

What IS Truth? 
 
Aug 9   –    Truly I tell you, they have their reward. Matt. 6:1-4 
 
Aug 16 –    Truly I tell you, if you have faith you can move a mountain. Matt. 21:18-22 
 
Aug 23 --   Truly I tell you, whatever you did to the least of these you did to me. 
                   Matt. 25:31-40 
          
Aug 30 --   Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom like a child will  
                   never enter it. Mark 10:13-16 

                   *Dedication of children and parents during the 10:45 service of worship 
 
Sep 6   --    Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left everything for my sake who 
                   will not receive a hundred times more.   Mark 10:23-31 
 
Sep 13 --    Truly I tell you, this poor widow gave more than anyone. Luke 21:1-4 
 
Sep 20 --    Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again they cannot see the  
                   Kingdom of God. John 3:1-13 
         *Baptism Sunday and Reception of New Members 
 
Sep 27 --    Truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. John 8:31-36 
 
Oct 4   --     Truly, truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son  
          of Man you do not have life. John 6:47-59 
                   Sunday School – 9:00 
                   Worship – 10:00 in sanctuary 
                   Love Feast and Communion – 11:05 in BLC 

Oct 11 --    Truly, truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will do greater works than 
                   I am doing. John 14:8-14 
 



 
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Dedication Service for Children and Parents will be held on Sunday, 
August 30, at the 10:45 worship in the Brethren Life Center! If your child  
has not previously been consecrated to the Lord, please let Pastor Joel know of your 
interest and he will come to your home and explain what a Children’s Dedication is 
all about. 
 
If you would like to be baptized OR received into our church family through 
letter or reaffirmation of faith, Sunday, September 20 is New Member 
Sunday! Please express your interest to Pastors Joel or Jamie and they will answer 
your questions and help you with your decision. 
 
Sunday, October 4 is World Communion Sunday. 
Assuming some of the imposed restrictions by the CDC and Gov. Wolf are lifted by 
this time, we will hold our Brethren Love Feast and Holy Communion in our  
Brethren Life Center at 11:05 a.m.  
 
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary – 10:00 a.m. 
Love Feast in the BLC – 11:05 a.m. 
 
*There will only be one service of worship this day. 

 
 
 
 
 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER – A STUDY OF THE REVELATION 
 

WHEN:   Wednesday Evenings 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

September 23, 30 
October 7, 14, 28 

November 4 
 

THIS WILL BE A ZOOM BIBLE STUDY. YOU WILL NEED THE ZOOM APP ON 
YOUR TABLET OR LAPTOP. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August  
 
 

• Virtual Youth Group: We will be taking a break in the month of August.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Summer Get Together: On August 5th, 2020 from 7-10pm we will be 
meeting at the Rhodes Home (2320 Heidi Circle, Chambersburg PA 17202) to 
have a campfire and an outside movie.  

 
DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY:  We will be gathering outside for S’mores, 
popcorn and a movie. Please bring a chair/or pillow and a blanket! Teens will 
need to be dropped off and picked up from the Rhodes Home. 
Transportation is NOT scheduled at this time. Also, don’t forget your Mask!  

 

Considering that we will be outside only, this event will only happen if the 
weather corporates. Jamie will cancel the day of, if rain is expected. Teens will 
be allowed to enter the Rhodes home to use the restrooms only. Masks will not 
be required when being outside but are encouraged to stay 6 feet apart while 
outside.  

 
If you are interested in participating, please fill out the permission slips and let 
Jamie know that you will be coming!  

 
 

• Youth Group Begins on September 2nd! Currently we do not know what this 
year’s youth group will look like. As we enter into August, there will be a lot of 
conversations on structure and the type of activities we will be having.  
 
Stay tuned!  

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

SMART COOKIES  PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On July 28th, Smart Cookies had their End of the Year Celebration. It was so nice to be 
able to see some of the students and their families again. We had a beautiful evening. I 
showed a video of some of the highlights of our shortened year. I had certificates and 
awards for each of the children. Even though we couldn’t have our traditional graduation, 
everyone seemed happy to just see each other and participate in this special night. 

 
 

August/September Events 
 

   August 31st - Smart Cookies Preschool Orientation (6:30 PM) 

   September 8th - First Day of School for 5-day students 

   September 9th- First Day of School for 3-day students 
 

 
Smart Cookies Preschool is looking for 
volunteers to help in the classroom. You can 
volunteer for a full- day (9:30 AM-2:30 PM) or 
you can volunteer for ½ of the day (9:30 AM-
12:00 PM or 12:00 PM-2:30 PM). If you are 
interested in volunteering, please let Carol 
Wingert know.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To My Church Family,  
Thank you for all the cards, phone calls, 
and prayers following the death of Ray.   
You have all been so supportive over the 
last year since Ray fell June 21st, 2019.   
A special thank you to Pastor Joel and 
Liz for their many visits and phone calls 
over the past year.   
I greatly appreciate your kindness. 
---Dory Diller 
 
 
Please accept my sincere thanks to Joel 
and the church family for the prayers, 
phone calls, and cards following the loss 
of my husband, Richard. Your kindness, 
caring, and gentle words were helpful 
during this difficult time and deeply 
appreciated.  
---Karen Wagner 
 
 
Thank you everyone for your many cards 
and comments for my 90th Birthday.  It 
was celebrated a little differently this 
year, but was still a great day.  Hope to 
see you all of you soon in church! 
----June Hawbaker 
 
 
Thank you! We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in sending your cancelled 
stamps to our project.  Our success 
depends upon people like you to fulfill 
our purpose – purchasing items that 
bring comfort to the Residents of Cross 
Keys Village – TBHC.  God bless you and 
thanks again. 
---Cross Keys Village The Brethren 
Home Community Stamp Project 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our sympathy to:   
Charles Stamy Fox Family following his 
death on Sunday, July 19, 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  August Arrivals in the Library 
 
Non-Fiction 
This Is the Day by Tim Tebow 
The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey 
 
Fiction 
The First Love by Beverly Lewis 
The Healing Quilt by Wanda Brunstetter       
 
The Church Library is open during 
the week if you wish to check out 
books! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline for September Pastor’s Pen 
is Sunday, August 16, 2020. 
Please submit all information to the 
church office. 
 



 

 
The Annual Church of the Brethren Camp 
Meeting held at Rhodes Grove Campground 
is CANCELLED for this year.   
 
The Committee encourages our 
congregation to consider giving for the 
Camp Meeting.  These funds would go into 
the Camp Meeting general expense fund 
and be used as a gift to Rhodes Grove to 
help offset their loss of income due to 
COVID-19.  The treasurer’s information is 
listed below. 
 
Please make check payable to: 
 
“Church of the Brethren Camp Meeting” 
c/o Rodney Meyers 
10190 Orenda Drive 
Greencastle, PA  17225 
 
---The Rhodes Grove Camp Meeting 
Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Brethren Bits 
 
EYN, the Church of the Brethren in 
Nigeria, is surviving and growing in the 
midst of adversity. As people flee Boko 
Haram, they are taking the church with 
them into new areas of the country. In 
this fourth year of the Nigeria Crisis 
Response, the US Brethren provided 
major relief and recovery programing 
totaling $548,662. An additional $75,382 
was spent In Nigeria by Global Mission 
Service. 
 
From the 2020 Annual Report of the Church of the Brethren 
 
 
 

 
CARLISLE TRUCK STOP MINISTRY 

FALL BANQUET 
 
WHEN:   Saturday, October 3, 2020 
 
WHERE: New Fairview COB 
              1873 New Fairview Church Rd.            
       York, PA 
 
WHAT:   Meal and Freewill Offering 
              4:00 – 5:20 Silent Auction 
              5:30 – Meal Served 
 
*Featuring… Brothers in Grace Quartet 
 
PASTOR JOEL HAS 10 FREE 
TICKETS TO GIVE TO THE FIRST 10 
WHO ASK. 
 
  
 



 

Chambersburg Church of the 
Brethren gets record 

attendance at virtual VBS 
 

Church of the Brethren Newsline 
July 3, 2020 

Jamie Rhodes (left) and Nicholas Wingert lead the 
Chambersburg virtual Vacation Bible School 

“It went really well” was an understatement from 
Jamie Rhodes, director of Christian Education and Youth at Chambersburg (Pa.) Church of the 
Brethren. In fact, the congregation’s virtual vacation Bible school (VBS) was a smash hit, connecting 
with close to double the children and families than in a usual year. “We were tickled pink,” she said. 

For the latest Brethren news go to the main Newsline page 
Because of the pandemic, the church decided to take its annual VBS online rather than holding it in-
person. The theme was “Rocky Railway” focused on how Jesus’ power “pulls us through difficult 
things in our lives,” said Rhodes. She and the others involved in planning and leading the VBS--
Nicholas Wingert, Ali Toms, and Kathie Nogle--used a published curriculum that included pre-
recorded video elements, but also did their own recordings of themselves leading various portions of 
each of the five days of online sessions. 

To publicize the VBS, they got the word out through all sorts of means: information shared with 
church members, fliers and letters sent to previous VBS attendees, a mailing to nearby churches, an 
effort to reach out to organizations that serve the community with free meals and food distributions, 
handing out fliers at food distributions, phone calls to people who had registered in previous years, 
and Facebook posts advertising the event. Rhodes noted how effective and inexpensive it was to 
“boost” those Facebook posts. 

The online sessions and videos were made available on Facebook and the church’s website. In 
addition, the church distributed take-home bags with activities for children to do at home. To receive 
take-home bags, families had to register online. 

The results were amazing, Rhodes said. The VBS logged an average of 150 Facebook views each 
day, and some days had more than 200. They distributed 94 take-home bags, most during a drive-
through pick-up time at the church but also mailing a good to families outside of the area including in 
four different states. More than 60 percent of the families receiving take-home bags were new to the 
church. 

Compared to the congregation’s usual Bible school attendance of 50-some children, the virtual VBS 
was a huge success. However, it wasn’t easy. With the COVID-19 restrictions in place, Rhodes said 
the committee “really struggled” with how to do a summer Bible school. They worried that some 
people would be afraid to try an online event. They were thankful, however, for encouragement from 
the Christian Education Commission and the permission given by the church board to try something 
new. 

“We really trusted in God,” Rhodes said. “To reach 94 kids, that’s awesome. I’m hoping that this brought 
families together.”    Go to www.brethren.org/Newsline to subscribe to the Church of the Brethren Newsline free e-mail 
news service and receive church news every week. 



 
 

 

CHICKEN
BARBEQUE

S E P T E M B E R  2 6 T H
1 0 : 3 0 A M  -  1 : 0 0 P M

S U P E R  S H O E S  P A R K I N G  L O T

* F U N D R A I S E R  F O R  S M A R T  C O O K I E S  P R E S C H O O L

C O S T :

$ 1 1  W H O L E  M E A L

$ 1 0  1 / 2  C H I C K E N  O N L Y

C O N T A C T  C H U R C H

O F F I C E  F O R  T I C K E T S

7 1 7 - 2 6 4 - 6 9 5 7

* * S A M E  D A Y  S A L E S  A R E  F I R S T

C O M E ,  F I R S T  S E R V E D * *


